
Gospel of Mark Sermon Series

Bible Study #11- Mark 3:1-6

Mark 3:1-12

A n o t h e r  t i m e  he w e n t  i n t o  t h e sy nag o g ue, a n d  a m a n  w i t h  a sh r i ve le d 

h a n d  w as t he re. S o m e o f  t h e m  w e re l o o k i n g  f o r  a reaso n  t o  accuse 

Jesus, so t h e y w a t c he d  h i m  c l ose l y t o  see i f  h e w o u l d  h ea l h i m  o n  t he 

Sab ba t h. Jesus sa i d  t o  t h e m a n  w i t h  t h e sh r i ve le d  h a n d, "S ta n d  u p  i n  

f r o n t  o f  eve r y o ne."

T h e n  Jesus as ke d t he m, " W h i c h  is la w f u l  o n  t he Sab ba t h: t o  d o  g o o d  

o r  t o  d o  ev i l, t o  save l i f e o r  t o  k i l l?" B u t  t h e y re ma i ne d  si le n t.

 H e  l o o ke d  ar o u n d  a t t h e m  i n  a n ge r  a n d, dee p l y  d is t ressed a t t h e i r  

st u b b o r n  h ea r ts, sa i d  t o  t h e m a n, "S t re t c h  o u t  y o u r  h a n d." H e  

st re t c he d  i t  o u t, a n d  h is h a n d  w as co m p l e te l y res t o r e d. T h e n  t he 

P h a r isees w e n t  o u t  a n d  be ga n  t o  p l o t  w i t h  t h e H e r o d i a ns h o w  t he y 

m i g h t  k i l l  Jesus.

Doctrinal/ Teaching Points:

1. A n g e r  is n o t  n ecessa r i l y  a si n.

2. O b e d ie n ce is ev i de n ce o f  f a i t h.
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Practical Applications:

1. L e t 's n o t  d o  ev i l  b y  re f us i n g  t o  d o  g o o d.

2. D o n ' t  be su r p r ise d i f  o p p os i n g  f o r ces u n i t e aga i ns t  y o u.

 

Questions From The Text:

1. I s i t  p oss i b le t h a t  t h e m a n  w i t h  t h e w i t h e re d  h a n d  w as "p la n t e d?"

T h e  m a n  co u l d  h ave bee n b r o u g h t  b y  t he re l i g i o us lea de rs t o  see i f  Jesus 

w o u l d  "w o r k" o n  t he Sab ba t h  (Ma r k  3:2). T h e  P h a r isees w a t c he d, j us t  l i k e 

t h e y w a t c he d  be f o re (Ma r k  2:23-24), t ha t  t h e y m i g h t  acc use Jesus o f  

b rea k i n g  t h e Sa b ba t h  law.

2. W h a t  k i n d  o f  h ea r ts d i d  t h e P h a r isees h ave?

H a r d e ne d  an d  ca l l o use d. See M a r k  3:5.

3. W h o  w e re t he H e r o d i a ns?

T h e y  su p p o r t e d  H e r o d, t h e so n o f  H e r o d  A n t i p as. T h e  H e r o ds r u l e d  i n  t h e 

G a l i l ee area, w h e reas P o n t i us P i l a te w as t he r u l e r  i n  Ju dea.

4. W h y  d i d  t h e P h a r isees a n d  H e r o d i a ns co u nse l t o ge t he r?

T h e  H e r o d i a ns f ea re d  p o l i t i ca l u nse t t l i n g  because o f  Jesus; t h e P h a r isees 

w e re c ha l l e n ge d b y  H i m  i n  re l i g i o us m a t t e rs. T h e  ene m ies o f  eac h o t h e r  

beca me co-co ns p i r a t o rs t o  be r i d  o f  C h r i s t.

5. W as Jesus C h r i s t  eve r a n g r y?
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Christ looked on them in anger" (Mark 3:5). T h i s is t h e o n l y  u n q ues t i o ne d  an d  

ex p l i c i t  acc o u n t  o f  C h r i s t 's a n ger, a l t h o u g h  i t  w as i m p l i e d  a t o t h e r  t i m es 

(e.g., c lea ns i n g  t h e te m p le).

6. I s n ' t  a n ge r  si n? A r e  t he re l i m i t s t o  be i n g  a n g r y?

A n ge r  ca n  be a p r o pe r  e m o t i o na l  res p o nse w h e n  i t  i n v o l ves de g ra d i n g  G o d. 

W h y  w as Jesus a n g r y? B e ca use o f  t h e u n be l i eva b le h a r d ness o f  m e n 's h ea r ts. 

"Be angry, and sin not" (Ephesians 4:26). A n ge r  n ee d n o t  be a l oss o f  t e m pe r  

o r  a f i t  o f  ra ge. I t  ca n  be n o n-m a l i c i o us i n d i g na t i o n  f o r  t h e r i g h t  reaso ns, 

a n d  i t  ca n  be co n t r o l l e d  t o  b r i n g  r i g h t  t o  a w r o n g.

7. H o w  d i d  t h e m a n  w i t h  t h e w i t h e re d  h a n d  ev i de n ce h is fa i t h?

H e  o beye d w h a t  C h r i s t  t o l d  h i m  t o  d o, a n d  beca use o f  o be d ie n ce, h is h a n d  

w as res t o re d. See M a r k  3:3-5.

Further Discussion:

1. R e ca l l  a n O l d  T es ta m e n t  pe rso n  w h o  gave ev i de n ce o f  f a i t h  b y  h is/he r o be d ie n ce.

2. " D o n ' t  t a i n t  a sai n t." W h e n  be l i eve rs c r i t i c i ze y o u, eve n t o  f o r m i n g  a coa l i t i o n  aga i ns t  

y o u, h o w  d o  y o u  res p o n d? B y  na me-ca l l i n g  o r  de g ra d i n g  t h e m? O r  d o  y o u  le t  t h e L o r d  

h a n d le t h e si t ua t i o n?

Memorize:

• "Jesus sai d, T h e  Sab ba t h  w as m a de f o r  m a n, a n d  n o t  m a n  f o r  t h e Sab ba t h. T h e  

S o n  o f  M a n  is also L o r d  o f  t h e Sab ba t h." (Mar k  2:27-28)
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