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M essage #7
“Pleasng God T hrough The Roof”
Mark 2:1-12

I ntroduction

It was Corrie Ten Boom who said that faith islike radar that seesthrough the fog. Have
you ever just had a strong faith in acore belief about something you knew you had to do
but had no idea on how to get there. Getting there you were absolutely clueless but you

knew it could be done.

| remember when | was sixteen years old on a very foggy morning out in the country and
| was going to drive mysdlf to school. My parents did not think this was a great idea
You could not seeten feet in front of you. My mother was a high school teacher. We
were both going to the same place. But the idea of a 16 year old riding with his mother
to school was out of the question even on this very dangerous driving day. | forget how |
did it but | finally convinced my parentsto let me drive to school but the exception was|
had to follow right behind my mother in this dense fog al the way into school from the

country.

| need to confessthat | drove aboat for acar. It wasabig old Buick. | aso confess|
serioudly underestimated how dense this fog was this early morning as| was on my way
to school. My mom pulls out of the long country driveway and | follow behind her. |
could not believe how foggy it was outside. It did not help that | wasfollowing afemale
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driver, even if it was my own mother. It istrue, | could not see more than 5 feet in front
of my car. It actualy wasintense. Pulling out of the driveway | could barely see my
mother's lights on the back of the car. | wasafraid to get too closeand yet afraid to lose
her. We make it about amile away from the house and still another seven milesto
school. My eyeswere glued to the road. For just amoment | lost sight of the light's
from my mother's car. In the next moment | no longer could see the sdes of the road
and | heard afew thumps and the car bouncing up and down. It wasnot until after
school when | drove back home that | had seen what | had done. | had completely
driven off the sde of the road, went through the country ditch and into the nearby
cornfield. | wasin the cornfield for about twenty feet and went back through the ditch
and back onto the country road. The good news was no damage to that 20 foot land
yacht that | drove and because it was so foggy my mother did not witness the event at
al. 1t wasastory with a happy ending despite the fact that | had no ideawhere | was
going and | probably should not of been driving that day asa 16 year old boy.

L osing sight of my mother's vehicle for just one second caused me to completely lose my
sense of direction and go off the road of where | was. Because | failed to follow things
could have became alot worse. A lot of time we go through life asthough welivein a
dense fog. We walk around trying to do our best but never realy seem to get anywhere.
We deal with the fog, put up with the fog, and just assume that isal thereisto life

The truth iswedo livein afog. All of uswalk around knowing in our heartsthisis not

the way it was meant to be. You see around seven thousand years ago God created the
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heavens and the Earth and God called everything He created “good’. But one warm day
in the Garden, the tempter asked Eve, “Did God redly say....7 She took abite of the
fruit and dl of the sudden everything changed. A fog came over the earth that had
never been before. The fogissn. Suddenly we were afraid of shadows Fear was
involved in everything. Sweat and hard work just to try to grow the necessary food.
Near-death experiencesfor women in just trying to have achild. The heartache of
betrayal, deceit, even murder. Being lied to, regected, feeling alone.

Thereisafog. All of uswak around knowing it was not suppose to be thisway.

Actually it ismore than athick fog, the Bible flat out cdlsit darkness. And around
2,000 years ago God did something to help those who would believe to live anew lifein
this ever present darkness.
John 1 teachesthis. In the beginning wasthe Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning.
Through him al things were made; without him nothing was made that has
been made. In him was life, and that life wasthe light of men. The light

shinesin the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.

So asa Christian, afollower of Jesus Christ, how do | follow the light with so much
darkness around me. How do | receivethat light, receive that new life? How do | follow
so closaly behind the light of life, Jesus Christ in such away to never get off track in this
dark world? Today, we are going to be talking about where it begins, let's discusstoday a
basic understanding of what it means to have 'faith in Jesus Christ',
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Let'sread our text for today:
Mark 2:1-12

A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard
that he had come home. So many gathered that there was no room left, not
even outside the door, and he preached the word to them. Some men came,
bringing to him a paralytic, carried by four of them. Since they could not
get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof
above Jesus and, after digging through it, lowered the mat the paralyzed
man was lying on. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, " Son,

your gns are forgiven."

Now some teachers of the law were Stting there, thinking to themselves,
"Why does this fellow talk like that? He's blaspheming! W ho can forgive

sans but God done?'

Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking
in their hearts, and he said to them, "Why are you thinking these things?
Which iseasier: to say to the paralytic, Your sins are forgiven,' or to say,
'Get up, take your mat and walk'? But that you may know that the Son of
Man has authority on earth to forgivesns. ..." He said to the paralytic, "l
tell you, get up, take your mat and go home." He got up, took his mat and
walked out in full view of them all. This amazed everyone and they praised
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God, saying, "We have never seen anything like thigd"

We follow Christ out of adeep sense of faith. The author of Hebrews reminds us that
without faith it isimpossible to please God. Pleasing God isal about total and
complete surrender to Jesus Christ.

In our text this morning we are given aclear picture of what it meansto want to be close
to Jesus. | confessthisisone busy scene. In Mark 2 isthe very first time we see officia
opposition to Jesus. Jesus has been hanging out in Galilee for awhile now traveling
around preaching and the teachers of the law are catching up to him. In fact, Jesustries
to lay low for afew days and stays with Peter at hishouse. |nside Peter's houseiswhere
Jesus is teaching and sharing the good news with people. Mark let's us know that Peter's
house is packed. T his paralytic and his four friends demonstrate incredible faith. In fact
it isunprecedented. Make no mistake this huge act of faith pleases God greatly. Let's
look at three things that happen asaresult of this huge step of faith.

For this paralytic, we learn that
Pleasing God BringsRestoration

The truth iswe do not know much about this paralytic. Really the only thing we know
isthat somehow this paralytic has four friends who carry him around to various places
probably at various spots to beg for ams. But this day they take him to the house of
Peter. We do not know much ese Was he paralyzed from birth? Wasit aneck injury?
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Is he married and have kids to support?

Carrying a paralytic around would consist of two beams and probably he sat on an
animal skin. The truth isPeter's house is packed with people listening to Jesus. These
guys are not going to get very close. They had to think of something clever. So they ask
one of Peter's neighborsif they could get on the roof of their home. T he houses were
close enough that you could jump from roof to roof. Their goa seemsto go from one

roof to another hoping to catch Jesus.

Why were they going to al thistrouble to see Jesus? Jesusis very unpredictable. He
might be here another day or he might sneak out at night to be someplace else. Jesus
was hard to keep track of because he traveled around so much. This could be their only

chance and they act on it.

These four men make it to Peter's roof and start to dig. Early Jewish homes would have
roofs made of mud and straw. They had to literally dig. At the bottom of the excavation
would betilesthat served asthe ceiling inside the house. Just imagine Jesus preaching
and mud, pieces of straw, and branches start to fal all around him. Jesus keepsright on
preaching. Eventually the roof startsfaling from the sky in pieces and sunlight now

shines through. Jesus perhaps with agrin on his face just keeps on preaching.

This paralyzed man has only one 'to do item' on his bucket list. To see Jesus. Well now
IS his chance because his four friends are lowering him in the middle of the roof right in
front of Jesus
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The text saysvery plainly that Jesus saw their faith. Not just the faith of the paralytic
but all of these men, that isinteresting in itsalf.

Jesus decides to have alittle fun at the same time do something very profound. He
knows the Pharisees are in the room so he takes this moment for a powerful learning

Lsson.

Thisman islowered right in front of Jesus and they five men are hoping for a healing
and instead Jesus saysthis mans sins are forgiven. Jesus givesthem absolution. The text
does not say the men were a bit disappointed but at the same time you have to assume
they might be just alittle. The truth is Jesus focusis not solely on these five men but
aso the Phariseesin the room. Jesus said thisto absolutely anger the teachers of the law.
The Pharisees claimed that Jesus had just blasphemed God. Who can forgive sns but

God done?

Wil thelogicis correct: Only God has the moral authority to forgive sins but they are
badly mistaken for who Jesustruly is.

When wewak in faith
Pleasing God RevealsTruth

The Pharisees are ditting quietly listening to Jesus teach and are probably already
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bothered by this unclean paralytic interrupting the message. They were dready upset
that Jesus said nothing while all thiswent on. But now their fight iswith Jesus and very
persona. They become unglued. Very quickly and with one voice they shout that Jesus
has just blasphemed God.

L et's define blasphemy. Thisisessentially reviling or insulting God. A person can
blaspheme God by insulting him, by refusing to give him due praise, or by raising
yourself to the level of God and thusthe result islowering God down to your levd. It
was this type of blasphemy that the Pharisees are shouting at Jesus about and this was
aso punishable by death in Jewish lav. Thisisa serious offense.

Jesus though knows the heart. Jesus asks them “Why are you thinking these evil things?
Jesus did not come to argue but to verify with amazing evidence who He redly is Jesus
givesthem asmple question: Which iseaser to say, “Your sins are forgiven, or to take
up your mat and walk”. The fact isthey are both easy to say but both areimpossble to
do. Also, anyone can say your sns are forgiven but it isimpossible as mere humans to
provethat they are forgiven. But it someone said, take up your mat and walk, you can

quickly verify that astrue.

Now we are at the center of this entire passage. “But that you may know that the Son of
Man has authority on earth to forgivesins...” Jesusin one breathe turns from talking to
the Pharisees who call him out to a humble man with incredible faith and says, Pick up

your mat and go home'. Jesus point isclear. By healing the paralytic Jesus provesHe
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has authority to forgive sins. Remember the Jews at this time associated physica
problems with spiritual problems. They quickly made the connection the authority and
power that Jesus has. So Jesus not only heals the man from paralysis but aso the socid

stigma of being asnner.

When wewadk in faith,
Pleasing God SendsPraise

He got up, took his mat and waked out in full view of them dl. This
amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, "We have never seen
anything like thig"

The man gets up and waks out. The man isdoing cartwhed s out the door praising
God, the crowd's jaw has hit the floor, they are moved to tears and yelling with joy, the
men on the roof are giving each other high five's and the Pharisees stand before them 4l
slent and humiliated. Jesus standsin the middle marked with the power of God and

everyone knowsit. All the praise goesto God.
The truth is Jesus performed three miracles. Jesus forgave sins, Jesus read the Pharisees
minds, and of course the powerful healing. All are stunning and al are delivering praise

to God in Heaven.

Concluson
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I'n this midst of this powerful healing with incredible faith of five men, four of them
wanting to help their paralyzed friend we learn a powerful truth of this God-Man Jesus
Christ, we learn that only God has the authority to forgive sins and that Jesus knows full
well that He is God and no other conclusion can be reached. The men on the roof knew
it, the once paralyzed man knew it as he walked out of Peter's house carrying his mat,
the entire crowd knew it, and the Pharisees knew it but their hearts instead of melting to

repentance became harder towards the one true and living God.

It will not be long now when the Pharisees will accuse Jesus of blasphemy one final time.
The very one who teaches right here in our text that He has the authority to forgive sins
will in fact become the very sacrifice by which sins are forgiven. W hile the paralytic
walks away healed and forgiven, Jesus one day will be waking with a crosson His back
al the way to Calvary. Christ will become sin even though He knew no sin so that we
(those who have Jesus as L ord and Savior) so that we might become the righteousness of
God.

Ephesians 4

All of us aso lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our
snful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were
by nature objects of wrath. But because of his great love for us, God, who is
rich in mercy, made us aive with Christ even when we were dead in

transgressons—it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up
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with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly relmsin Christ Jesus,
in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of
his grace, expressed in hiskindnessto usin Christ Jesus For it isby grace
you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves it isthe
gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God's
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God
prepared in advance for usto do.

Living alife of faith that pleases God has powerful affects because of the nature of God.
Walking in faith brings restoration, it revedstruth about Jesus Christ, and it will in time
bring glory and praisesto Christ.

What isfaith? How exactly do we please God?

One night a house caught fire and a young boy was forced to flee to the roof. T he father
stood on the ground below with outstretched arms, calling to his son, “Jump! I'll catch
you.” He knew the boy had to jump to save hislife. All the boy could see, however, was
flame, smoke, and blackness. As can be imagined, he was afraid to leave the roof. His
father kept yeling: “Jump! | will catch you.” But the boy protested, “Daddy, | cart see
you.” The father replied, “But | can see you and that' sall that matters.”

What isfaith? How exactly do we please God? W hether wewak in faith, jump, or are
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lowered from aceiling...it al involves moving closer towards Jesus Christ.
Hebrews 11:6
And without faith it isimpossible to please God, because anyone who
comesto him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who

earnestly seek him.
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