
Gospel of Mark Sermon Series

Bible Study #11- Mark 3:1-12

“Allowing  Jesus To Give You A Hand”

Mark 3:1-12

M a r k  3: 1-1 2

A n o t h e r  t i m e  he w e n t  i n t o  t h e sy nag o g ue, a n d  a m a n  w i t h  a sh r i ve le d 

h a n d  w as t he re. S o m e o f  t h e m  w e re l o o k i n g  f o r  a reaso n  t o  accuse 

Jesus, so t h e y w a t c he d  h i m  c l ose l y t o  see i f  h e w o u l d  h ea l h i m  o n  t he 

Sab ba t h. Jesus sa i d  t o  t h e m a n  w i t h  t h e sh r i ve le d  h a n d, "S ta n d  u p  i n  

f r o n t  o f  eve r y o ne."

T h e n  Jesus as ke d t he m, " W h i c h  is la w f u l  o n  t he Sab ba t h: t o  d o  g o o d  

o r  t o  d o  ev i l, t o  save l i f e o r  t o  k i l l?" B u t  t h e y re ma i ne d  si le n t.

 H e  l o o ke d  ar o u n d  a t t h e m  i n  a n ge r  a n d, dee p l y  d is t ressed a t t h e i r  

st u b b o r n  h ea r ts, sa i d  t o  t h e m a n, "S t re t c h  o u t  y o u r  h a n d." H e  

st re t c he d  i t  o u t, a n d  h is h a n d  w as co m p l e te l y res t o r e d. T h e n  t he 

P h a r isees w e n t  o u t  a n d  be ga n  t o  p l o t  w i t h  t h e H e r o d i a ns h o w  t he y 

m i g h t  k i l l  Jesus.

Introduction

I  re me m be r  g i v i n g  a co m m u n i o n  a n d  o f f e r i n g  m e d i t a t i o n  o n ce d u r i n g  c h u r c h  se r v i ce.  I  
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w as p r e pa re d.  T h e  o r de r  o f  t h e se r v i ce w as fa i r l y  co m m o n.  S o m e o ne a l wa ys gave a 

w e l c o me, m us i c a n d  si n g i n g, co m m u n i o n  a n d  o f f e r i n g, t h e ser m o n, a c l os i n g  so n g an d  

us ua l l y  a n n o u n ce me n ts so me w he re t o w a r ds t h e en d.  I t  w as sta n da r d  p r o t o c o l, t h a t  w as 

t he us ua l o r der.  F o r  t h e co m m u n i o n  m e d i t a t i o n  I  w as g i ve n  f i ve m i n u t es t o  t a l k  ab o u t  

t h e resu r rec t i o n  o f  o u r  L o r d  Jesus C h r i s t.  S o m e t h i n g  ab o u t  t h e f i ve m i n u t es d oes n o t  

see m  r i g h t  b u t  o h  w e l l.  

I t  w as su p p ose t o  be a sta n da r d  se r v i ce.  T h e  w e l c o me is g i ve n  an d  t he w o rs h i p  beg i ns.  I  

w as u p  o n  t he p l a t f o r m  w i t h  t h e m i n is te r  a n d  t he c h o i r.  I  h a d  d o ne t h is be f o re.  N o  

su r p r ises!  T h e  w o rs h i p  is j us t  ab o u t  o ve r  a n d  t i m e  f o r  t h e p r eac he r  t o  beg i n  t h e 

h os p i t a l/p raye r l is t  w h i c h  w as r i g h t  be f o re m y  co m m u n i o n  m e d i t a t i o n.

T h e  p r eac he r  sta n ds u p  an d  be g i ns t o  ta l k  ab o u t  w h o  is i n  t h e h os p i t a l  a n d  w h o  nee ds 

o u r  p r aye rs w h e n  a l l o f  t h e su d de n  I  n o t i ce i n  t h e fa r  bac k  o f  t h e c h u r c h  t h r o u g h  t he 

en t r a n ce d o o r  w i n d o ws so me b r i g h t  f l as h i n g  l i g h ts.  I  see a l i t t l e co m m o t i o n  t o w a r ds t h e 

bac k, a n d  a sma l l  g r o u p  o f  ab o u t  1 0  pe o p le j us t sta n d i n g  u p  o r  l o o k i n g  n o t  a t t h e 

p r eac he r  b u t  a t t h e p e w  be h i n d  t he m.  I  t h e n  see 3 Pa ra me d i cs w a l k  i n  w i t h  a ca r t.  A t  

t h is sa me t i m e  I  h ea r  t h e p r eac he r  e n d i n g  a p raye r c l ue less ab o u t  w h a t  is g o i n g  o n. 

I r o n i c  t h a t  d u r i n g  a t i m e  o f  p raye r f o r  h ea l i n g  a n A m b u l a n ce sh o ws u p  a t t h e c h u r c h. 

T h e  p r eac he r  si ts d o w n  an d  n o ds h is h ea d a t m e  t o  ge t  u p  t o  g i ve t h e co m m u n i o n  

m e d i t a t i o n.  

I  q u i c k l y  n o d  m y  hea d  i n d i ca t i n g  t o  h i m  t o  l o o k  a t t h e bac k  r ow, h e l o o ks, ta kes 2 
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seco n ds t o  t h i n k  ab o u t  i t  a n d  n o ds h is h ea d a t m e  t o  sta n d  u p  an d  spea k.  T a l k  ab o u t  a n 

a w k w a r d  m o m e n t.  I  sta n d  u p  an d  t a ke t o  t h e p u l p i t.  B y  t h i s t i m e  ha l f  t h e c h u r c h  is 

a wa re so me t h i n g  is g o i n g  o n  an d  m os t  are l o o k i n g  bac k  w o n d e r i n g  w h a t  h as ha p pe ne d.

I  p re t e n d  as i f  n o t h i n g  is g o i n g  o n  an d  p r o cee d t o  g i ve m y  co m m u n i o n  m e d i t a t i o n. 

T h e re is n o t h i n g  l i k e ta l k i n g  ab o u t  t h e b l o o d  o f  Jesus a n d  hea r i n g  ' C l ea r ' ye l le d  i n  t h e 

bac k g r o u n d.  I  d i d  m y  bes t t o  m a ke i t  t h r o u g h  t he m e d i t a t i o n.  I  p r aye d an d  as I  sa t 

d o w n  t he p reac he r  g o t  u p  t o  say a f e w  w o r ds ab o u t  w h a t  w as g o i n g  o n  be f o re t h e 

co m m u n i o n  w as passed ar o u n d.  I  q u i c k l y  lea r ne d  t ha t  m y  m e d i t a t i o n  w as m e re ' f o d de r ' 

w h i l e t h e p reac he r  t o o k  a f e w  m i n u t es t o  leave an d  f i n d  o u t  w h a t  w as g o i n g  o n.  

T u r ns o u t  t h e m a n  d i e d.  H e  ex p i re d.  T o  ex p i re. T o  pass o n. T o  pe r is h. T o  pe g o u t. T o  

p us h  u p  da is ies. T o  p us h  u p  p os ies. T o  bec o me ex t i n c t. C u r t a i ns, deceased, D e m i se d, 

de pa r t e d  A n d  de f u n c t. D e a d  as a d o o r na i l. D e a d  as a h e r r i n g. D e a d  as a m u t t o n. D e a d  as 

n i t s. T h e  las t b rea t h. Pay i n g  a de b t  t o  n a t u re. T h e  b i g  sleep. G o d 's w a y o f  say i n g, "S l o w  

d o w n.  T o  C as h  I n  Y o u r  C h i ps.  F u n n y  t ha t  g u y  spe n t  50 yea rs a l wa ys si t t i n g  i n  t h e bac k  

r o w  an d  i n  j us t a f e w  days h e ' d  be lay i n g  u p  f r o n t.  

Why did I  share that story?

T h i n gs h a p pe n  i n  c h u r c h!  S o me t i m es t he se r v i ce is d is r u p t e d.  T h i n gs h a p pe n!  Peo p le 

d i e, a l wa ys so me o ne caus i n g  so me d is t r ac t i o n  i n  c h u r c h.  O p e n i n g  a ca n d y  w r a p per, a 

ba b y c r y i n g, so me o ne f l i p p i n g  pages o f  t h e h y m n a ls t o  l o u d ly, a ba b y c r y i n g, si t t i n g  

be h i n d  so me o ne w i t h  a h u ge h ea d an d  t r y i n g  t o  m a ne u ve r ar o u n d  t he m, a ce l l  p h o ne 
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r i n g i n g, d i d  I  m e n t i o n  a ba by c r y i n g.  

I n  fac t  t o  h e l p  m a k e t he se r v i ce m o r e e f f i c ie n t  w e  have r u l es be f o re y o u  en te r  t h e 

sanc t ua ry.  P l ease t u r n  o f f  ce l l  p h o nes, a c r y i n g  r o o m  o f f  t o  t h e si de, n o  f o o d  o r  d r i n k  

a l l o w e d, n o  r u n n i n g  i n  t h e a is les.  I n  fac t  t h e o r de r  is so p r ec ise, i n  m o s t  c h u r c hes y o u  

ca n n o t  j us t  w a l k  u p  an d  sta r t  t a l k i n g, n o  o pe n  m i c  S u n day m o r n i n gs.  I n  o r de r  t o  be o n  

t he p la t f o r m  y o u  h ave t o  d ress a n d  l o o k  a ce r t a i n  w ay.  

A l l  o f  t h ose r u l es are f o r  o u r  be ne f i t  b u t  o f t e n  w e  f o r ge t  t h a t  l i f e h a p pe ns eve n i n  t h e 

m i d d l e o f  c h u r c h  se r v i ce.  T h i s is p rec ise l y w h a t  is g o i n g  o n  i n  o u r  te x t.  I n  o u r  te x t  r i g h t  

n o w  Jesus w a l ks i n  t o  sha ke t h i n gs u p  a b i t.  L e t 's l is te n  i n, t o  M a r k  3:

A n o t h e r  t i m e  he w e n t  i n t o  t h e sy nag o g ue, a n d  a m a n  w i t h  a sh r i ve le d 

h a n d  w as t he re. S o m e o f  t h e m  w e re l o o k i n g  f o r  a reaso n  t o  accuse 

Jesus, so t h e y w a t c he d  h i m  c l ose l y t o  see i f  h e w o u l d  h ea l h i m  o n  t he 

Sab ba t h. Jesus sa i d  t o  t h e m a n  w i t h  t h e sh r i ve le d  h a n d, "S ta n d  u p  i n  

f r o n t  o f  eve r y o ne."

T h e n  Jesus as ke d t he m, " W h i c h  is la w f u l  o n  t he Sab ba t h: t o  d o  g o o d  

o r  t o  d o  ev i l, t o  save l i f e o r  t o  k i l l?" B u t  t h e y re ma i ne d  si le n t.

 H e  l o o ke d  ar o u n d  a t t h e m  i n  a n ge r  a n d, dee p l y  d is t ressed a t t h e i r  

st u b b o r n  h ea r ts, sa i d  t o  t h e m a n, "S t re t c h  o u t  y o u r  h a n d." H e  

st re t c he d  i t  o u t, a n d  h is h a n d  w as co m p l e te l y res t o r e d. T h e n  t he 

©2009 Daily Jesus Ministries           4

http://www.dailyjesus.info/

http://www.dailyjesus.info/


Gospel of Mark Sermon Series

Bible Study #11- Mark 3:1-12

P h a r isees w e n t  o u t  a n d  be ga n  t o  p l o t  w i t h  t h e H e r o d i a ns h o w  t he y 

m i g h t  k i l l  Jesus.

W h a t  u nex pec te d l y  h a p pe ns i n  o u r  te x t?  F l a t  o u t:  Jesus p i c ks a f i g h t.  I t  w as n o t  t h e 

t eac h i n g  t ha t  b o t h e re d  Jesus, i t  w as n o t  t h e h y m ns be i n g  su n g t ha t  b o t h e re d  Jesus, i t  w as 

n o t  t h e fa m i l i es ga t h e re d  t ha t  b o t h e re d  Jesus.  W h a t  b o t h e re d  Jesus?  T h i s is t h e o n l y  

t ex t  t h a t  w e  have t ha t  desc r i bes Jesus as an g ry.  W h a t  b o t h e re d  Jesus?  T h e re w as a m a n  

si t t i n g  a m o n g  t he c r o w d  t ha t  h a d  a w i t h e re d  h a n d  an d  n o b o d y  see me d  t o  w a n t  t o  h e l p  

t h is g uy.  

I n  o u r  p r e v i o us te x t, las t w ee k  w e saw  h o w  t he P h a r isees t a u n t e d  Jesus' d isc i p l es a n d  

Jesus dec la re d  t ha t  t h e sab ba t h  w as m a de f o r  m a n  b u t  Jesus t a kes i t  a l l  o ne leve l f u r t h e r  

b y dec la r i n g  t h a t  t h e Sab ba t h  w as m ea n t  t o  be an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d o  g o o d  t o  o t h e r  

pe o p le

T h i s b r i n gs m e  t o  t h e f i rs t  p o i n t  o f  w h a t  w e  nee d t o  be re m i n de d  ab o u t  Jesus:

Jesus: Our Teacher

Jesus is o u r  t eac her.  Jesus is t h e g rea t  t eac her.  Jesus k n o ws a l l t h i n gs.  A l l  w i s d o m  is 

f o u n d  i n  Jesus C h r i s t.  O n e  g rea te r t h a n  S o l o m o n  as Jesus dec la res.  Jesus is G o d  

I n ca r n a te, a n d  r i g h t  n o w  i n  t h e m i d d l e o f  S y na g o g ue se r v i ce, Jesus be g i ns teac h i n g.  
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Jesus as ks t h i s q ues t i o n:  W h i c h  is la w f u l  o n  t he Sab ba t h: t o  d o  g o o d  o r  t o  d o  ev i l, t o  

save l i f e o r  t o  k i l l?

T h e  O r a l  L a w  w as c lea r i n  i ts reg u la t i o ns f o r  t h e Sab ba t h.  Y o u  co u l d  p r o v i de m e d i ca l 

ass is ta n t  t h a t  w o u l d  save a l i f e b u t  t h a t  w as a l l.  I f  y o u  f e l l  o f f  a m o u n t a i n  a n d  c rac ke d  

y o u r   h ea d, y o u  co u l d  st o p  t he b lee d i n g  b u t  y o u  co u l d  n o t  f i x  a ny b r o k e n  le gs u n t i l  t h e 

n e x t  day.  T h i s m a n  ha d  a w i t h e re d  h a n d.  S i n ce i t  w as n o t  l i f e-t h r ea te n i n g, i t  w as i l l e ga l 

t o  g i ve t h i s m a n  any h e l p  o r  t o  h ea l h i m.  O n e  o f  t h e ea r l i es t c o m m e n t a r ies o n  t h i s t e x t  

f r o m  c h u r c h  fa t he r  Jer o me says t ha t  t h i s m a n  w as a m as o n.  T h u s t h i s m a n  ha d  n o  

l o n ge r  a ny w a y t o  m a ke m o n e y  an d  l os t a l l  h is d i g n i ty.  

W h i c h  is la w f u l  o n  t he Sab ba t h: t o  d o  g o o d  o r  t o  d o  ev i l, t o  save l i f e o r  t o  k i l l?

T h e  ans we r  is ve r y  o b v i o us?  B u t  t h e zea l o ts w e re b l i n de d  because o f  t h e O r a l  law.  L o o k  

a t t h e te x t  w i t h  m e:   H e  l o o ke d  ar o u n d  a t t h e m  i n  a n ge r  a n d, dee p l y  d is t ressed a t t h e i r  

st u b b o r n  h ea r ts, sa i d  t o  t h e m a n, "S t re t c h  o u t  y o u r  h a n d." 

S i n ce t he P ha r isees a n d  H e r o d i a ns w o u l d  n o t  a ns we r  Jesus w i l l.  T h e  O r a l  L a w  m a de 

p r o v is i o n  f o r  resc u i n g  a n i m a ls t h a t  f e l l  i n t o  a p i t  o n  t he Sab ba t h.  Jesus b u i l ds o n  w h a t  

t h e y a l rea d y k n o w  an d  b u i l ds a case m o v i n g  f r o m  lesser t o  g rea ter.  U n l ess y o u  w o r k  f o r  

P E T A, y o u  w i l l  ge t  t h i s a na l o gy.  I f  y o u  ca n resc ue an an i m a l, su re l y y o u  ca n  rescue t h i s 

m a n.  W h i c h  is m o r e va l ua b le?  H e r e 's t h e dee pe r  p o i n t  o f  Jesus' a r g u m e n t.  I f  a m a n  is 

m o r e va l ua b le t h a n  an an i m a l, i t  m us t  be la w f u l  t o  d o  g o o d  f o r  pe o p le o n  t he Sab ba t h  
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bey o n d  j us t sav i n g  a l i f e.  B u t  Jesus t a kes h is teac h i n g  o ne ste p f u r t h e r.  N o t  o n l y  is t h e 

Sab ba t h  a n o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  w o r k  f o r  a n o t h e r 's g o o d, b u t  t o  d o  n o t h i n g  i n  t h e face o f  

h u m a n  nee d is ev i l.  I f  y o u  m us t  d o  g o o d  o n  t he Sab ba t h  a n d  d o  n o t... w ha t  is t h e 

o b v i o us co n c l us i o n:  Yo u r  be hav i o r  is ev i l.

Jesus is our Teacher but He is also our Healer

Jesus: Our Healer 

 H e  l o o ke d  ar o u n d  a t t h e m  i n  a n ge r  a n d, dee p l y  d is t ressed a t t h e i r  

st u b b o r n  h ea r ts, sa i d  t o  t h e m a n, "S t re t c h  o u t  y o u r  h a n d." H e  

st re t c he d  i t  o u t, a n d  h is h a n d  w as co m p l e te l y res t o r e d. T h e n  t he 

P h a r isees w e n t  o u t  a n d  be ga n  t o  p l o t  w i t h  t h e H e r o d i a ns h o w  t he y 

m i g h t  k i l l  Jesus.

T h e  m a n  st o o d  u p  a t t h e re q ues t o f  Jesus a n d  sh o ws t he c r o w d  h is w i t h e re d  h a n d.  A t  

t h e co m m a n d  o f  Jesus h e is h ea le d.  E v e r y t h i n g  ab o u t  h is h a n d  w as h ea le d a n d  res t o r e d. 

I t  w as as hea l t h y  as t he o t h e r  h a n d.  T h e  P h a r isees w h o  say d o  n o t  w o r k  o n  t he Sab ba t h  

q u i c k l y  sta n d  u p, leave an d  be g i n  p l o t t i n g  h o w  t o  k i l l  Jesus.  T h e y  w e re f u r i o us.  T h i s is 

t h e f i rs t  o f f i c i a l  m e n t i o n  n o t  h o w  t o  ar res t Jesus b u t  h o w  t o  k i l l  Jesus.  T h e y  beg i n  d o i n g  

w o r k  o n  t he Sab ba t h  t h e exac t  o p p os i t e o f  w h a t  Jesus j us t  t a u g h t.  D o i n g  g o o d, t h ese 

m e n  ge t  u p  an d  p l o t  ev i l  t o ge t her.  N o t i ce t h e P h a r isees g o t o  t h e H e r o d i a ns t o  sta r t  t h e 

p l o t.  T h e y  k n e w  t he y w o u l d  n ee d t he au t h o r i t y  o f  H e r o d  t o  h ave Jesus k i l l e d, I s rae l a t 

t h is t i m e  w as n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  i ns t i t u t e t h e dea t h  pe na l t y  o n  t he i r  o w n.  T h e  H e r o d i a ns 
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h a te t h e Jews an d  v i ce ve rsa....b u t  o n  t h is issue t he y w o r k  t o ge t h er.  

Jesus is o u r  h ea ler.  L e t  m e  say j us t a f e w  t h i n gs ab o u t  t h i s.  D o es y o u r  c h u r c h  ta ke t i m e  

t o  p r ay f o r  t h e sic k  a n d  t he h u r t i n g?  D o es i t  o f f e r  i t  t o  y o u  t o  h ave so t ha t  y o u  ca n  p r ay? 

L e t  m e  g o o ne ste p f u r t h e r.  D o es y o u r  c h u r c h  a l l o w  f o r  n o t  j us t  c o m m u n i t y  p r aye r b u t  

a lso h ea l i n g?  D o es t he c h u r c h  ga t h e r  ar o u n d  t he o ne w h o m  is sic k, t o  p r ay, t o  p lea d, t o  

as k G o d  f o r  h ea l i n g?  Pe r ha ps i t  h a p pe ns i n  t h e h o m e, pe r ha ps t h o u g h  d u r i n g  t h e 

se r v i ce l i k e o u r  exa m p l e h e re?  

D o es y o u r  c h u r c h  p r ay f o r  h ea l i n g  f o r  t h e pe rso n  i n  t h e se r v i ce?  W h y  n o t?  D o  y o u  have 

r u l es, a n o r a l la w  w i t h i n  y o u r  co n g rega t i o n  t h a t  – t ha t  so r t  o f  t h i n g  d oes n o t  h a p pe n  

h e re?  U n d e rs ta n d  t h i s is t h e o n l y  t i m e  w e  h ave a w o r d  t ha t  desc r i bes Jesus as l i t e ra l l y  

a n g ry.  W h a t  is h e an g r y  ab o u t, c h u r c h?  N o b o d y  is w i l l i n g  t o  p ra y f o r  h ea l i n g  f o r  t h is 

pe rso n  i n  t h e m i d d l e o f  t h e se r v i ce?  I f  I  m i g h t  say so me t h i n g  – I  be l i eve t h e m a j o r i t y  o f  

c h u r c hes i n  A m e r i ca d o  n o t  o f f e r  a t i m e  o f  p r aye r  o r  h ea l i n g  i n  t h e se r v i ce o n  a t y p i ca l  

S u n day.  I  w o u l d  a lso d r a w  t he co n c l us i o n  t h a t  Jesus m i g h t  be an g r y  o ve r  t h a t  f ac t.  

N o w  le t  m e  say a f e w  d isc la i m e rs.  W e  d o  n o t  w a n t  t o  h ave hea l i n g  a n d  p raye r bec o me  

an i ns t i t u t i o n  i n  i tse l f  t h a t  is d o ne w ee k l y  a n d  beco mes as i ne f f ec t i ve as a t y p i ca l a l t a r  

ca l l.  B u t  S he p he r ds sh o u l d  k n o w  t he i r  f l o c k.  I f  t h e re is a nee d, pe r ha ps p h ys i ca l h ea l i n g, 

w h a t eve r t h e n ee d, pa r t  o f  w h a t  t h e c h u r c h  is ab o u t  is h e l p i n g  pe o p le, da re I  say m ee t  

n ee ds.  I f  t h a t  n ee d  nee ds t o  be m ea n t  d u r i n g  t h e S u n day m o r n i n g  se r v i ce t h e n  t ha t  is 

w h e n  y o u  sh o u l d  d o  i t!  T h i s is ec h o i n g  t he b o o k  o f  Ja mes t ha t  says w h e n  y o u  see t he 
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g o o d  y o u  o u g h t  t o  d o  an d  d o n ' t  d o  i t, y o u  si n!  A s  Jesus says, t h e re f o r e i t  is la w f u l  t o  d o  

g o o d  o n  t he Sab ba t h.  T h e re f o r e i t  is la w f u l  t o  d o  g o o d  o n  t he L o r d 's D ay.  L e t  m e  

re p lace la w f u l  w i t h  a n o t h e r  w o r d, ex pec te d:  T h e re f o re i t  is ex pec te d  t ha t  y o u  d o  g o o d  

espec ia l l y  o n  t he L o r d 's D ay.  N o w  I  d i d  m e n t i o n  t h e b o o k  o f  Ja mes.  Ja mes d oes 

p r esc r i be so me t h i n g  t h a t  c h u r c hes t ha t  so me t i m es are a f r a i d  t o  h ea l a n d  p r ay f o r  pe o p le 

q u o t e:

I s an y o ne o f  y o u  sic k? H e  sh o u l d  ca l l  t h e el de rs o f  t h e c h u r c h  t o  p r ay o ve r  

h i m  an d  an o i n t  h i m  w i t h  o i l  i n  t h e n a me o f  t h e L o r d. A n d  t he p r aye r  

o f f e re d  i n  fa i t h  w i l l  m a k e t he sic k  pe rso n  w e l l; t h e L o r d  w i l l  r a ise h i m  u p. I f  

h e h as si n ne d, h e w i l l  be f o r g i ve n. T h e re f o re co n fess y o u r  si ns t o  eac h o t h e r  

a n d  p r ay f o r  eac h  o t h e r  so t ha t  y o u  m a y  be h ea le d. T h e  p raye r o f  a r i g h t e o us 

m a n  is p o we r f u l  a n d  e f fec t i ve. 

L e t  m e  say a f e w  t h i n gs ab o u t  t h i s:  t h i s is o b v i o us l y so me o ne w h o  is u na b le t o  m a ke i t  

t o  c h u r c h.  ' ra ise h i m  u p '... t ha t 's dea t h  ta l k  f o l ks, c l ose t o  t h e dea t h  be d.  A l s o  t he 

co n t ex t  a l l o ws f o r  t h e m ea n i n g  's i c k ness as a resu l t  o f  si n '.  H e  sh o u l d  ca l l  o n  t he e l de rs 

i n d i ca tes t h a t  re pe n t a n ce an d  res t o r a t i o n  is be i n g  g i ve n  t o  t h i s i n d i v i d ua l. T h e  co n t ex t  

a lso says, i f  h e has si n ne d, i t  h as t he w o r d... t he re f o re i f  an y o ne has si n... t h is sic k ness 

desc r i be d  he re is b o t h  so me t h i n g  as a resu l t  o f  si n  t h a t  ca use d y o u  t o  b o t h  b rea k  

f e l l o ws h i p  pe r ha ps a n d  are u na b le t o  g o t o  c h u r c h  as w e l l.  T h e  sea le r is t h e w o r d  ' we l l '; 

i t  m ea ns t o  save f r o m  j u d g m e n t  ra t he r  t h a n  t he w o r d  ' res t o re d  t o  h ea l t h '.  T h e r e is m o r e 

g o i n g  o n  i n  Ja mes 5 t ha n  j us t  a sh r i ve le d  h a n d.  
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Conclusion

Jesus m us t  be o u r  teac he r  a n d  o u r  h ea ler.  I  d i d n ' t  eve n ta l k  ab o u t  h o w  as C h r i s t i a ns w e  

o f t e n  g o  t o  t h e d o c t o r  be f o re w e  eve r as k f o r  p r ayer.  T h a t  is a n o t h e r  ser m o n.  B u t  I  w a n t  

t o  m a k e t h is p o i n t.  Jesus m us t  be o u r  t eac he r  f i rs t  a n d  o u r  h ea le r seco n d.  

L e t  m e  say t ha t  aga i n, Jesus m us t  be o u r  T eac he r  f i rs t  a n d  o u r  h ea le r seco n d.  A  l o t  o f  

f a i t h  h ea le rs a n d  c h u r c hes t ha t  g o  o ve r b oa r d  w i t h  h ea l i n g  se r v i ces o f t e n  w h e t h e r  t h e y 

rea l i ze i t  o r  n o t  m a ke Jesus H e a le r  f i rs t  a n d  T eac he r  seco n d.  I f  w e  are a d isc i p le o f  Jesus 

C h r i s t  o u r  f i rs t  p r i o r i t y  as a d isc i p l e is t o  lea r n, e n d  o f  d isc uss i o n.  H e a l i n g  is a g race o f  

G o d, L e a r n i n g  is ex pec te d  f o r  t h ose t ha t  ca l l  Jesus L o r d.  W h y  d o  I  say t ha t  I  m us t  h ave 

Jesus as T eac he r  f i rs t  a n d  H e a le r  seco n d.  B e ca use w h e n  t he day co mes, n o t  i f  t h e day 

co mes, b u t  w h e n  t he day co mes t ha t  y o u  o r  a l o ve d o ne h as so me t h i n g  ser i o us h ea l t h  

w i se occ u r  a n d  y o u  p ray, y o u r  fa m i l y  p ra ys, y o u r  c h u r c h  p r a ys, a n d  t ha t  pe rso n  is n o t  

h ea le d, h o w  d o  y o u  t h i n k  y o u  w i l l  resp o n d  w h e n  y o u  p lace t he teac h i n g  o f  Jesus i n  y o u r  

l i f e seco n da r y  t o  Jesus T h e  H e a ler.  Yo u  p lace y o u rse l f  i n  a ve r y  d i f f i c u l t  si t ua t i o n  t h a t  

o pe ns t he d o o r  t o  a l o t  o f  b i t t e r ness, a n ger, a n d  ha t r e d.

Let me share with you this closing story:

“ O n  t h i s pa r t i c u l a r  da y I  w as w a l k i n g  i n  a ha l l w a y t ha t  I  h a d  n o t

v is i t e d  be f o re, l o o k i n g  i n  va i n  f o r  a f e w  w h o  w e re a l i ve e n o u g h  t o
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r ece i ve a f l o we r  a n d  a f e w  w o r ds o f  e nc o u rage me n t. T h i s h a l l w a y

see me d  t o  co n t a i n  so me o f  t h e w o rs t  cases, st ra p pe d  o n t o  ca r ts o r

i n t o  w h ee l c ha i rs a n d  l o o k i n g  co m p l e t e l y h e l p l ess.

“As I  n ea re d  t he en d  o f  t h is h a l l w ay, I  saw  an o l d  w o m a n

st ra p pe d  u p  i n  a w h ee l c ha i r. H e r  face w as an abso l u t e h o r r o r. T h e

e m p t y  sta re a n d  w h i t e p u p i ls o f  h e r  eyes t o l d  m e  t ha t  she w as b l i n d.

T h e  la r ge h ea r i n g  a i d  o ve r  o ne ear t o l d  m e  t ha t  she w as al m os t  dea f.

O n e  si de o f  h e r  face w as be i n g  ea te n  b y ca ncer. T h e re w as a d isc o l o r e d

a n d  r u n n i n g  so re co ve r i n g  pa r t  o f  o ne c hee k, a n d  i t  h a d  p us he d

h e r  n ose t o  o ne si de, d r o p pe d  o ne eye, a n d  d is t o r t e d  h e r  ja w  so t ha t

w h a t  sh o u l d  h ave bee n  t he co r ne r  o f  h e r  m o u t h  w as t he b o t t o m  o f

h e r  m o u t h. A s  a co nseq ue nce, she d r o o le d  co ns ta n t ly. I  w as t o l d

la te r  t h a t  w h e n  n e w  n u rses a r r i ve d, t h e su pe r v is o rs w o u l d  sen d  t he m

t o  f ee d t h is w o m a n, t h i n k i n g  t h a t  i f  t h e y co u l d  sta n d  t h is si g h t  t h e y

c o u l d  sta n d  an y t h i n g  i n  t h e b u i l d i n g. I  a lso lea r ne d  la te r t h a t  t h i s

w o m a n  w as e i g h t y-n i n e yea rs o l d  a n d  that she had been here, bedridden,

blind, nearly deaf, and alone, for twenty-five years. T h i s w as

M a b e l.

“ I d o n’ t k n o w  w h y  I  spo ke t o  h e r — s he l o o ke d  less l i k e l y  t o

res p o n d  t ha n  m os t  o f  t h e pe o p le I  sa w  i n  t h a t  h a l l w ay. B u t  I  p u t  a

f l o we r  i n  h e r  h a n d  an d  sai d, ‘ H e re is a f l o w e r  f o r  y o u. H a p p y

M o t h e r’s D ay.’ S he he l d  t h e f l o w e r  u p  t o  h e r  face an d  t r i e d  t o  sme l l

©2009 Daily Jesus Ministries           11

http://www.dailyjesus.info/

http://www.dailyjesus.info/


Gospel of Mark Sermon Series

Bible Study #11- Mark 3:1-12

i t, a n d  t he n  she spo ke. A n d  m u c h  t o  m y  su r p r ise, h e r  w o r ds,

a l t h o u g h  so me w ha t  ga r b le d  because o f  h e r  d e f o r m i t y, w e re o b v i o us l y

p r o d u ce d b y  a c lea r m i n d. S he sa i d, ‘ T h a n k  y o u. I t’s l o ve ly. B u t  ca n

I  g i ve i t  t o  so me o ne e lse? I  can’t see i t, y o u  k n o w, I’ m  b l i n d.’

“ I sa i d, ‘ O f  co u rse,’ a n d  I  p us he d  he r  i n  h e r  c ha i r  bac k  d o w n  t he

h a l l w a y t o  a p lace w h e re I  t h o u g h t  I  co u l d  f i n d  so me a le r t  pa t i e n ts.

I  f o u n d  o ne, a n d  I  st o p pe d  t he c ha i r. M a b e l  h e l d  o u t  t h e f l o we r  a n d

sa i d, ‘ H e re, t h i s is f r o m  Jesus.’

“ T h a t  w as w h e n  i t  be ga n  t o  da w n  o n  m e  t ha t  t h is w as n o t  a n

o r d i n a r y  h u m a n  be i n g. L a t e r  I  w h ee le d h e r  bac k  t o  h e r  r o o m  an d

lea r ne d  m o r e ab o u t  h e r  h is t o ry. S he ha d  g r o w n  u p  o n  a sma l l  f a r m

t ha t  she m a nage d  w i t h  o n l y  h e r  m o t h e r  u n t i l  h e r  m o t h e r  d i e d.

T h e n  she ra n  t he fa r m  a l o ne u n t i l  1 950 w h e n  h e r  b l i n d ness a n d

sic k ness sen t  h e r  t o  t h e co n va lesce n t  h os p i t a l. F o r  t w e n t y-f i ve yea rs

she g o t  w ea ke r  a n d  sic ker, w i t h  co ns ta n t  h ea dac hes, bac kac hes, a n d

st o m ac hac hes, a n d  t he n  t he ca nce r ca me t o o. H e r  t h r ee r o o m m a t es

w e re a l l  h u m a n  vege ta b les w h o  screa me d  occas i o na l l y  b u t  n eve r

t a l k e d. T h e y  o f t e n  so i le d  t h e i r  be d c l o t h es, a n d  because t he h os p i t a l

w as u n de rs ta f f e d, espec ia l l y  o n  S u n days w h e n  I  us ua l l y  v is i t e d,

t h e ste n c h  w as o f t e n  o ve r p o w e r i n g.

“ M a be l  a n d  I  beca me f r i e n ds o ve r  t h e n ex t  f e w  w ee ks, a n d  I

w e n t  t o  see he r  o n ce o r  t w i ce a w ee k  f o r  t h e n e x t  t h r ee yea rs. H e r

f i rs t  w o r ds t o  m e  w e re us ua l l y  a n o f f e r  o f  h a r d  ca n d y  f r o m  a t issue
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b o x  nea r h e r  be d. S o m e da ys I  w o u l d  rea d t o  h e r  f r o m  t he B i b l e, a n d

o f t e n  w h e n  I  w o u l d  pa use she w o u l d  co n t i n ue rec i t i n g  t h e passage

f r o m  m e m o ry, w o r d-f o r-w o r d. O n  o t he r  da ys I  w o u l d  ta ke a b o o k

o f  h y m ns an d  si n g  w i t h  h er, a n d  she w o u l d  k n o w  a l l t h e w o r ds o f

t h e o l d  so n gs. F o r  M a b e l, t h ese w e re n o t  m e re l y  exe rc ises i n  m e m o ry.

S he w o u l d  o f t e n  st o p  i n  m i d-h y m n  an d  m a ke a b r i e f  c o m m e n t

ab o u t  l y r i cs she co ns i de re d  pa r t i c u l a r l y  re leva n t  t o  h e r  o w n  si t ua t i o n.

I  n e ve r  h ea r d  h e r  spea k  o f  l o ne l i ness o r  pa i n  exce p t  i n  t h e

st ress she p lace d o n  ce r t a i n  l i nes i n  ce r t a i n  h y m ns.

“ I t  w as n o t  m a n y  w ee ks be f o re I  t u r n e d  f r o m  a sense t ha t  I  w as

be i n g  h e l p f u l  t o  a sense o f  w o n der, a n d  I  w o u l d  g o t o  h e r  w i t h  a pe n

a n d  pa pe r  t o  w r i t e d o w n  t he t h i n gs she w o u l d  say. . . .

“ D u r i n g  o ne h ec t i c w ee k  o f  f i na l  exa ms I  w as f r us t r a te d  beca use

m y  m i n d  see me d  t o  be p u l le d  i n  te n  d i r ec t i o ns a t o n ce w i t h  a l l  o f

t h e t h i n gs t h a t  I  h a d  t o  t h i n k  ab o u t. T h e  q ues t i o n  occ u r re d  t o  m e,

‘ W h a t  d oes M a b e l  h a ve t o  t h i n k  ab o u t — h o u r  a f t e r  h o u r, day a f t e r

d ay, w ee k  a f t e r  w ee k, n o t  eve n ab le t o  k n o w  i f  i t’s day o r  n i g h t?’ S o

I  w e n t  t o  h e r  a n d  as ke d, ‘ M a be l, w h a t  d o  y o u  t h i n k  ab o u t  w h e n  y o u

l i e h e re?’

“A n d  she sa i d, ‘ I t h i n k  ab o u t  m y  Jesus.’

“ I sa t t h e re, a n d  t h o u g h t  f o r  a m o m e n t  ab o u t  t h e d i f f i c u l ty, f o r

m e, o f  t h i n k i n g  ab o u t  Jesus f o r  eve n f i ve m i n u t es, a n d  I  as ke d, ‘What
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d o  y o u  t h i n k  ab o u t  Jesus?’ S he re p l i e d  sl o w l y  a n d  de l i be ra te l y as I

w r o t e . . . :

I  t h i n k  ab o u t  h o w  g o o d  h e’s bee n t o  m e. H e’s bee n  a w f u l l y

g o o d  t o  m e  i n  m y  l i f e, y o u  k n o w. . . . I’ m  o ne o f  t h ose k i n d

w h o’s m o s t l y  sa t is f i e d. . . . L o t s o f  f o l ks w o u l d n’ t ca re m u c h

f o r  w h a t  I  t h i n k. L o t s o f  f o l ks w o u l d  t h i n k  I’ m  k i n d  o f  o l d-fas h i o ne d.

B u t  I  d o n’ t ca re. I’ d ra t h e r  h ave Jesus. H e’s a l l t h e

w o r l d  t o  m e.

“A n d  t he n  M a b e l  be ga n  t o  si n g  a n o l d  h y m n:

Jesus is a l l t h e w o r l d  t o  m e,

M y  l i f e, m y  j oy, m y  a l l.

H e  is m y  st re n g t h  f r o m  day t o  day,

W i t h o u t  h i m  I  w o u l d  fa l l.

W h e n  I  a m  sad, t o  h i m  I  g o,

N o  o t h e r  o ne ca n c hee r m e  so.

W h e n  I  a m  sad H e  m a kes m e  g la d.

H e’s m y  f r i e n d.

I t  is m y  p raye r t h a t  w e  lea r n  t h e lesso n  t he P ha r isees n eve r f i g u re d  o u t  t h a t  da y ab o u t  

Jesus.  T h e y  n eve r  lea r ne d  w h a t  M a b e l  k n e w....Jesus is e n o u g h.

M a y  w e lea r n  t h is lesso n  o f  C h r i s t  a n d  m a y  t h is be o u r  p r aye r – Jesus, a l l  t h a t  y o u  are 

a n d  a l l t h a t  y o u  h ave d o ne is e n o u g h, is m o r e t ha n  en o u g h.  T h a n k  Y o u  L o r d  Jesus a n d  
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m a y  hea r t  a l wa ys be g ra te f u l  f o r  w h a t  y o u  have d o ne an d  n o t  st u b b o r n  f o r  w h a t  i t  see ms 

y o u  w i l l  n o t  d o.  I n  Jesus N a m e,  A m e n
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